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My Stay in Japan Is Full of Impressions
Shoaib Saboory

I am a young boy from Afghanistan, a post
graduate student and a social activist. Oh, I feel very
fortunate of being in Japan, a really amazing
country with amazing people. It is my first trip
abroad of my life with such an excitement, and
probably will remain the best life ever. Apart from
inside-class learning, real learning and joy was all
about excursions across the country. I have been to
Tokyo, Fukushima, Kyoto, Osaka, Hiroshima, and
many other cities; and delved into the old Japan of
festivals, traditional villages and brief glimpses of
geisha.

Once a friend asked me, “what did you find the
very impressive about Japan?”’ I then didn’t have
any answer accept ‘everything’. Japan is blessed
with beautiful landscapes and impressively creative
structures and is a scenic marvel everywhere. You,
as an outsider, certainly fail to find any
shortcomings.

I found Tokyo and Osaka a masterpiece cities of
idealistic technologies and infrastructures. Moving
around the city, you feel everything is exactly
structured and clean as if you are in computer game
scene, looking at streets, street lines, shops,
buildings, restaurants and houses. I mostly felt to



remove my shoes and walk bare foot around the city
as well historical cities like Izumo or Kyoto are also
much interesting, having the old temples with their
own still up to now is a big asset of history and
culture of Japan.

Everybody finds the people of Japan the most
respectful people in the earth—I also did find the
same. Japan’s people were very friendly and
welcoming. They are anyway very professional,
hardworking, on-time, kind and stylish in their
wearing.

I was amazed that majority of people read
something, and busy with their electrical gadgets in
the metros and buses. Some were deeply asleep in
the metro but were just waking up the moment
when their stations are announced. But one thing I
could never figure out is whether Japanese work to
live or live to work and/or their work is their life. In
Tokyo, soon I came to know that majority of people
live undergrounds and in high floors. Once I lost my
way back to hotel and that was one of the best
sightseeing.
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There is not time to see much of Shobara if 1

hope to reach Kitzuki before bedtime, and I have
only a flying vision of one long wide street (so
picturesque that I wish I could pass a day in it),
as our kuruma rush through the little town into
the open country, into a vast plain covered with
rice-fields. (Hearn, p.179)
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