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OED ®O“tsunami”DH % 7.5 &, RO X 5 7258
< DT,
“tsunami” (tsu’na'mi). Also (repr. a strict

transliteration of the Jap. form) tunami.

[a Jap. tsunami, tunami. f. tsu harbour + nami
waves.| A brief series of long, high undulations on
the surface of the sea caused by an earthquake or
similar underwater disturbance. These travel at
great speed and often with sufficient force to
inundate the land; freq. misnamed a tidal wave
(see TIDAL. a.1b). Also fig. and attrib.

1897 1. HEARN Gleanings in Budda- Fields i,
24 “Tsunami! shrieked the people; and then all
shrieks and all sounds and all power to hear
sounds were annihilated by a nameless shock...as
the colossal swell smote the shore with a weight
that sent a shudder through the hills.
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Japan, was struck by a great earthquake wave
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