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—Lafcadio Hearn at work on Glimpses of
Unfamiliar Japan—
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One evening, in the winter of the
following year, as he was on his way home, he
overtook a girl who happened to be traveling
by the same road. She was a tall, slim girl,
very good-looking; and she answered
Minokichi’s greeting in a voice as pleasant to
the ear as the voice of a song-bird. Then he
walked beside her; and they began to talk.
The girl said that her name was O-Yuki;(*
%) Minokichi soon felt charmed by this
strange girl; and the more that he looked at
her, the handsomer she appeared to be. He

asked her whether she was yet betrothed;
and she answered, laughingly, that she was
free. Then, in her turn, she asked Minokichi
whether he was married, or pledged to
marry; and he told her that, although he had
only a widowed mother to support, the
question of an “honorable daughter-in-law”
had not yet been considered, as he was very
young... After these confidences, they
walked on for a long while without speaking;
but, as the proverb declares. Ki ga aréba, mé
mo kuchi hodo ni mono wo iu: “when the wish
is there, the eyes can say as much as the
mouth.” By the time they reached the village,
they had become very much pleased with
each other;(H1%) She remained in the house,
as an “honorable daughter-in- law.”?
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1) Kwaidan, pp. 114-116.
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