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Suddenly and very softly, the thought steals
into my mind that the most wonderful of
possible visions is really all about me in the
mere common green of the world,—in the
ceaseless manifestation of Life.

Ever and everywhere, from beginnings
invisible, green things are growing,—out of
soft earth, out of hard rock,—forms
multitudinous, dumb soundless races
incalculably older than man.'
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But why they are,—that we do not know.
What is the ghostliness that seeks expression
in this universal green,—the mystery of that
which multiplies forever issuing out of that
which multiplies not? Or is the seeming
lifeless itself life,—only a life more silent still,
more hidden? (Hearn 73)
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But a stranger and quicker life moves upon
the face of the world, peoples wind and flood.
This has the ghostlier power of separating
itself from earth, yet is always at last recalled
thereto, and condemned to feed that which it
once fed upon. It feels; it knows; it crawls,
swims, runs, flies, thinks. But the




meaning of it, who will tell us? Out of what
ultimate came it? Or, more simply, what is it?
Why should it know pain? Why is it evolved
by pain?

And this life of pain is our own. Relatively, it
sees, it knows. Absolutely, it is blind, and
gropes, like the slow cold green life which
supports it. But does it also support a higher
existence,—mourish some 1invisible life
infinitely more active and more complex? Is
there ghostliness orbed in ghostliness,—life
within life without end? Are there universes
interpenetrating universes? (Hearn 73-74)
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May not the desire to know, as the possibly
highest form of future pain, compel within
men the natural evolution of powers to
achieve the now impossible,—of capacities to
perceive the now impossible? We of to-day are
that which we are through longing so to be;
and may not the inheritors of our work yet
make themselves that which we now would
wish to become? (Hearn 75-76)
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This little trip of ours was becoming a thing
and a dual thing, with collecting and eating
and sleeping merging with the
thinking-speculating activity. Quality of
sunlight, blueness and smoothness of water,
boat engines, and ourselves were all parts of
a larger whole and we could begin to feel its



nature but not its size.?
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We took abundant solitary corals and laid in
a large supply of plumularian hydroids,
gathered carefully and preserved so that they
might not be crushed or broken. These
animals, in appearance at least, are so like
plants that they indicate to the imagination a
bridge between flora and fauna, just as some
plants, like the tropical sensitive plants and
the insect-eating plants, indicate by their
apparent nervous and muscular versatility
an approach from the other side. (Steinbeck
234)
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And then not only the meaning but the
feeling about species grows misty. One
merges into another, groups melt into
ecological groups until the time when what
we know as life meets and enters what we
think of as non-life: barnacle and rock, rock
and earth, earth and tree, tree and rain and
air. And the units nestle into the whole and
are inseparable from it. Then one can come
back to the microscope and the tide pool and
the aquarium. But the little animals are
found to be changed, no longer set apart and
alone. And it is a strange thing that most of
the feeling we call religious, most of the
mystical outcrying which is one of the most
prized and used and desired reactions of our
species, is really the understanding and the
attempt to say that man is related to the
whole thing, related inextricably to all reality,
known and unknowable. (Steinbeck 216-217)
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