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“I intended to treat you like the other man. But I
cannot help feeling some pity for you, — because
you are so young... You are a pretty boy,
Minokichi; and I will not hurt you now. But, if
you ever tell anybody — even your own mother
— about what you have seen this night, I shall
know it; and then I will kill you.... Remember
what [ say!” (113)
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By dawn the storm was over; and when the
ferryman returned to his station, a little after
sunrise, he found Minokichi lying senseless
beside the frozen body of Mosaku. Minokichi
was promptly cared for, and soon came to
himself; but he remained a long time ill from the
effects of the cold of that terrible night. He had
been greatly frightened also by the old man’s
death; but he said nothing about the vision of the
woman in white. As soon as he got well again, he
returned to his calling, — going alone every
morning to the forest, and coming back at
nightfall with his bundles of wood, which his
mother helped him to sell. (114; underline mine)
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On the way to that forest there is a wide river to
cross; and there is a ferry-boat. Several times a
bridge was built where the ferry is; but the bridge
was each time carried away by a flood. No
common bridge can resist the current there when
the river rises. (111; underline mine)
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