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About the Texen Muscum

The Tezen Muscum was found ed in April of 1993 a5 an arts muscusm to conserve the legacy of
the areworks. crafs. and hiscor ical docaments kept for generations by the Tezen family by
czhibicing these matccials to the public

1n 1686, the founding paciarch of the Tezen family sectbed wn this ies alies relocating fomm
what is now the lzumo city d istrict of Shiroed 3 <hd, aspicing to establish himself a1 2 cotn
merchan ¢ In his later years, in 1702, he founded a sake brewery that undil the time of the
Meiji Restoration in 1868 continued brewing sake for gencral consumpcion as well as
sacramental sake (known 33 ewiki) to be used for offcrings at Irume Taisha. As well a3 sake,
the family was also involved in the sale of produces such a5 cotton and humber, and were also
engaged 13 purveyors o the local samural authority. For many years. members ofthis family
served as local powerbrokers in the role of éresbiper (literally “geand clders”) for the “Six
Villiges of Kizuki® located in what is now the Kizuki area of lzumo city near lzamo Taisha.
a5 well 13 scewards of the official inns reserved for high-cankingvisitors.

Although not themseives of samurai rank, they were geanted the privikge of weating swardy
and bearing a surname (mydjf 14ité) to symbolize the family’s scarus

The wide ranging varicty of icems donated by the family to the museum colleetion include
aeeworks and crafs such a3 calligeaphic scrolly ceramics, lacquerwate, tea utensils, and
swords, as well as everyday mplements used for sustenance, clothing, and shelter, and old
books and historical docurents. The collection also includes the vasious implements thac
were necessary for various historical occupations, and these valuable marerists inform us in 2
very concrete fashion about life and calture in the lzumo region in the Edo period ,

‘The rice storehouses and breweries built in the Edo period have been converted for use a5
gallery spaces.
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Fujina Ware Vessels

Gilware and imploments foc everyday use prodaccd from thecwilight of e
Edo period theeugh 10 the carty Shima period. These pleees ke  wde varecy
of forms. fncluding seull pates cvidenuly produseed for caport (at Indicazed by
the Eaglih label "3 S e
oainted confecciontey bases and covered bowls, il sike boties o boudo e
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